
The Epiphany of the Lord 

2 January 2022 

Sacred Heart, Ronan 
Immaculate Conception, Polson 

St. Joseph Mission, Charlo 
 

Parish Office 
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MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday  
Sacred Heart at 8:30 am 

Immaculate Conception at 10:30 am 
 

Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday-Friday 
Immaculate Conception at 12:10 pm 

Confessions will be heard at 11:30 am and again after the 12:10 pm 
Mass on Wednesday during a period of Eucharistic Adoration. 

 
Note: there will be no vigil Mass for Epiphany on January 1st 
(New Year’s Day) at 6 pm. Mass will be at the usual Sunday 

times shown above on January 2nd. Weekend Masses will re-
sume at the regular Saturday & Sunday schedule next week-

end on January 8th & 9th. 

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
 

 There is never a convenient time to say what needs 
to be said but it needs to be said anyway, even in the midst of 
our season of holy days.  The reason being, I suppose, is that 
we can never allow ourselves to become like the people in the 
ballroom of the Titanic who were dancing, laughing and clink-
ing their champagne glasses as the ship they were sailing on 
was barreling towards an iceberg.  Discipline yourselves, St. 
Peter exhorts us in his first epistle, keep alert. Like a roaring 
lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for some-
one to devour. (1 Peter 5:8) Some translations of the Sacred 
Scriptures say stay sober instead of discipline yourselves, but 
the overall sense is the same because sobriety would clearly 
presuppose a discipline of one’s mind and body. 
 What I am getting at, to get more to the point, is the 
most recent cover photo and story in New York Magazine pub-
lished on December 20th at the end of 2021.  I am not going to 
get into the details of the story since these are things you are 
probably already aware of, not to mention that they are far 
too graphic and disturbing to be included in a parish bulletin.  
Needless to say, the cover photo is an image of a beautiful 
woman who has horribly mutilated her body, standing proud-
ly in a pair of men’s underwear proclaiming to be a “man.”  
The story, written by the woman featured on the cover of the 
magazine,  evokes strong feelings of revulsion and horror, and 
once you get past that you cannot help but be moved by great 
compassion by her obvious emotional and psychological 
wounds. These wounds clearly run very deep. 
 But the photo and the article were not meant to 
evoke any sense of horror, quite the contrary, we were ex-
pected to applaud and glorify the outward appearance of a 
monster that she has become.  But she is not a monster.  She is 
a human person, a woman, created in the image and likeness 
of God for whom Christ shed His Precious Blood. 
 In this week’s bulletin I am including the first two 
chapters of St. Paul’s letter to the Romans.  Read through 
these two chapters once and then come back and really read, I 
mean really read verses 18 through 32 of the first chapter.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Adoration of the Magi 
Bartolome  Esteban Murillo (1617-1682) 

Epiphany Home Blessing kits will be available this week! 
Families will have eight days from the Epiphany of the Lord 
(January 2nd) to complete the blessing and chalk their 
doors.  If you wish to, please bring your own small water 
bottle to collect some Epiphany holy water on Sunday, 
January 2nd.  Please only collect a couple of ounces for each 
household so that we can ensure everyone is able to take 
some who wants it. Quantities will be limited. 

FIRST WEEKEND DEVOTIONS 
Immaculate Conception Church 

 
Thursday, January 6th 

Holy Hour of Reparation at 7:00 pm 
Confessions are heard during this time. 

 
Friday (First Friday), January 7th 

Confessions at 11:30 am 
Mass at 12:10 pm—Votive Mass of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 



Humbly asking for your prayers 
Marcy Bishop, Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael Conrad, Ellen Holland, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve Ducharme, Kate 

Shrider Olsen, Don Herbst, Bill Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Madge Vert, Bob Mahon, Joe Wolfekuhle, Caroline Hummel.  

 
Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, please make sure that all 

individuals wish to be publicly identified.   
 

Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers without ceas-
ing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 

 
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for January 

 
For true human fraternity: We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution; may their own rights and 
dignity be recognized, which originate from being brothers and sisters in the human family. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dillon Armstrong, Tyler Frohlich, Matthew Christians, Kyle Tannehill and Kaleb Michell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, John Cooney,  

Jamie Severson, Hayden Petterson, Alex Olmes, Anthony Olmes, Alex Ramirez, James Semling. 

Food Pantry Necessities 
Peanut butter and cereal are a constant need; 
as well as oats, flour and rice.  Pet foods are 
frequently in demand, and clients tend to pre-
fer healthy options for food that are not so 
loaded with sugar.  The Food Pantry will also 
accept money donations as well. Charitable 
donations may be left in the basket at the en-
trance of the church.  

                          Liturgy Calendar & Mass Intentions 
 
Sunday, January 2nd 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
Sick & Shut-Ins of the Parish / Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
Tuesday, January 4th 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
Intention of Sayge Dentler and the Dentler Family 
Wednesday, January 5th 

St. John Neumann, Bishop 
Repose of the Soul of Margaret Sterling 
Thursday, January 6th 

Saint André Bessette, Religious 
Intentions of Robert Sterling 
Friday, January 7th 

Saint Raymond of Peñafort, Priest 
Repose of the Soul of Margaret Sterling 

Perhaps it is Scripture like this that does not really register or 
make a whole lot of sense until you are punched in the face with 
the cold hard reality of the ideology that governs this world and 
its woke politics.  I could offer some commentary in this regard 
but anything that I could say would never rise to the level of the 
words offered by our Holy Father of happy memory, St. Pope John 
Paul II, in his encyclical letter Redemptor Hominis.  Here is an ex-
cerpt: 
 
Man cannot live without love. He remains a being that is in-
comprehensible for himself, his life is senseless, if love is not 
revealed to him, if he does not encounter love, if he does not 
experience it and make it his own, if he does not participate 
intimately in it. This, as has already been said, is why Christ 
the Redeemer "fully reveals man to himself". If we may use the 
expression, this is the human dimension of the mystery of the 
Redemption. In this dimension man finds again the greatness, 
dignity and value that belong to his humanity. In the mystery 
of the Redemption man becomes newly "expressed" and, in a 
way, is newly created. He is newly created! "There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither 
male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus". The man 
who wishes to understand himself thoroughly—and not just in 
accordance with immediate, partial, often superficial, and 
even illusory standards and measures of his being—he must 
with his unrest, uncertainty and even his weakness and sinful-
ness, with his life and death, draw near to Christ. He must, so 
to speak, enter into him with all his own self, he must 
"appropriate" and assimilate the whole of the reality of the 
Incarnation and Redemption in order to find himself. If this 
profound process takes place within him, he then bears fruit 
not only of adoration of God but also of deep wonder at him-
self. How precious must man be in the eyes of the Creator, if he 
"gained so great a Redeemer", and if God "gave his only Son "in 
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Religious Education classes will resume on 
Wednesday, January 5th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

That Man is You! and Endow classes will 
resume on Thursday, January 6th. 

Please notify the parish office if you wish to receive a 2021 
contribution report for your records by emailing the parish 
office at lakecountyromancatholic@gmail.com or place a 
note in collection basket. 

For those who did not get to receive one 
last year, we have ten copies available for 
purchase of Consecration to St. Joseph by Fr. 
Donald Calloway in the parish for $15, or 
you can find it at online retailers for 
purchase. See next week’s bulletin for more 
explanation on devotion to St. Joseph. 
St. Joseph Feast Day March 19 - Mass will be 
offered at 10 am at Immaculate Conception. 



Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
 

Immaculate Conception  
$87,598 of $170,000 (52%) 
Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  
$21,416 of $44,500 (48%) 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO 
90.7 FM 

 
 
 

DMR is a locally owned, 
listener supported non-

profit 501(c)3 
PO Box 568 

Polson, MT 59860 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

St. Joseph Hospital 
Chapel 

 
Monday at 6:00 pm 
Friday at 9:00 am 

All Sunday homiles 
are available on 
YouTube and can 
be found by 
searching the full 
name Fr. Kevin 
Christofferson. 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 
Antiphon:  
 
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; 
and kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion. 
 
Collect: 
 
O God, who on this day 
revealed your Only Begotten Son to the nations 
by the guidance of a star, 
grant in your mercy, that we, who know you already by faith, 
may be brought to behold the beauty of your sublime glory. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever 
 
Readings: 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 

Psalm: 72:1-2,7-8,10-11,12-13 
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a,5-6 
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 

order that man "should not perish but have eternal life". 
  
In reality, the name for that deep amazement at man's 
worth and dignity is the Gospel, that is to say: the Good 
News. It is also called Christianity. This amazement deter-
mines the Church's mission in the world and, perhaps even 
more so, "in the modern world". This amazement, which is 
also a conviction and a certitude—at its deepest root it is 
the certainty of faith, but in a hidden and mysterious way it 
vivifies every aspect of authentic humanism—is closely con-
nected with Christ. It also fixes Christ's place—so to speak, 
his particular right of citizenship—in the history of man 
and mankind. Unceasingly contemplating the whole of 
Christ's mystery, the Church knows with all the certainty of 
faith that the Redemption that took place through the Cross 
has definitively restored his dignity to man and given back 
meaning to his life in the world, a meaning that was lost to 
a considerable extent because of sin. And for that reason, 
the Redemption was accomplished in the paschal mystery, 
leading through the Cross and death to Resurrection. 
 
 I realize that this may be a lot to digest, and at the 
beginning of a new year, but as I said, we cannot linger in the 
ballroom of the Titanic howling with laughter as if there were 
not a sickness in this world.  As Catholics we need to remain 
sober and alert and make sure that our houses are built on the 
solid rock Jesus Christ so that we ourselves do not become 
swept away in the hateful and destructive ideologies of 
wokeness.  But just to be clear, the world and those who do 
not share our faith, even if they be enemies of God, do not need 
our judgement, for judgement alone belongs to Him and Him 
alone.  No, what the world needs is the witness of our faith and 
the truth that is spoken from a place of mercy and love, for 
God desires that all people be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Kevin Christofferson 

(Continued from page 2) 

Begin the year with a bang in your 

relationship!  Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter offers weekend experiences to 

enhance your communication within your 

marriage.  Join millions of couples, priests 

and religious who revitalize their 

commitment and keep the excitement in their marriage.  

Upcoming dates: Billings, MT Feb 4-6, Gillette WY Feb 18-

21, Elk Mountain April 22-24, or visit the website at 

wwme.org for more dates.  For more information and to 

apply visit www.wwme.org, email  

montana.dooleys@gmail.com. or call Dan & Clare Dooley 

406-697-3275. 

Married Singles Lifestyle - The Married Singles Lifestyle describes 
couples that may have lost a sense of closeness they once had as 
marriage partners and are living more like roommates.  Retrouvaille 
teaches couples how to survive times like these in their marriages.  
This program has helped 10’s of 1000’s of couples experiencing 
difficulty at all levels of marital distress from disillusionment to deep 
misery. Retrouvaille is for any couple who would like to rediscover 
their marriage and improve communication. Our next program 
begins February 25, 2022.  For more information about an upcoming 
Retrouvaille Weekend program for couples, contact registration 
team: at 1-800-470-2230 or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com   Not 
counseling or group therapy. All contacts and names held in strictest 
confidence. 

http://www.wwme.org
mailto:montana.dooleys@gmail.com.



